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European Society for Medical Oncology

If the balance between benefits and side-effects is not favourable, new treatment options should be
discussed between the patient, family and doctors.

For some patients, measuring the blood levels of substances called tumor markers such as CA15.3 or
CEA may be done to help in the evaluation of treatment response. A tumor marker decrease would
indicate that the treatment is efficacious and an increase would indicate the opposite. However,
these tests are not very reliable and their use is usually restricted to patients for whom no
radiological tumor assessments are available.
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